
Networked values in 
hierarchical contexts

David White  – Head of Digital Learning - @daveowhite

Teaching and Learning Exchange 



Education is a 
process of becoming



Learning to be a Person in Society, Peter Jarvis, 2009

“The outcome of every learning experience is that 
it is incorporated into our identities: through our 
learning we are creating our biographies. We are 
continually becoming…” 



https://tinyurl.com/dlopmaps

Draw a map of an organisation you’ve 
worked for, as you see it. Indicate your 
position within it.



Ronald Barnett (2000) Supercomplexity and the Curriculum, Studies in Higher 
Education, 25:3, 255-265

A complex world is one in which we are assailed by 
more facts, data, evidence, tasks and arguments than 
we can easily handle within the frameworks in which we 
have our being. By contrast, a supercomplex world is 
one in which the very frameworks by which we orient 
ourselves to the world are themselves contested. 



https://tinyurl.com/dlopmaps

Draw a map of the internet, as you see it. 
Indicate your ‘Home’.
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Knowing Knowledge – George Siemens 2006

Viewing learning and knowledge as network 
phenomena alters much of how we have 
experienced knowledge in the last century.

Networks are adaptive, fluid, and readily scale in 
size and scope. A hierarchy imposes structure, 
while networks reflect structure.
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Beetham and Sharpe ‘pyramid model’ of digital literacy development 
model (2010)



Add the helix

https://www.flickr.com/photos/parolanharahap/13075369714

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like a spiral of personal development.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/parolanharahap/13075369714https://www.flickr.com/photos/clairegribbin/291396291
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/filip42/11426975593

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Network. = network idea.Knowledge and possibly understanding located in the network (people and things)



Knowing Knowledge – George Siemens 2006

Downes provides connective knowledge as the 
epistemological foundation of connectivism:

A property of one entity must lead to or become a 
property of another entity in order for them to be 
considered connected; the knowledge that results from 
such connections is connective knowledge.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Downes and SiemensSo, knowledge is generated in the connection between things.Perhaps the connection between us and the information we engage with = extension of Constructivsm? 



http://daveowhite.com/openvalues

1. Makes teaching, learning and research visible and accessible

2. Collectively creates knowledge and practices

3. Connects a diversity of voices

4. Reaches beyond subject and organizational borders

5. Manages risk in open and public contexts

6. Develops digital attributes and identities
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George Siemens

“Now that knowledge and networks are abundant, not 
scarce, the emphasis should be on connections” 

“We (teachers) are the arbiter of connections”



Teaching and Learning Exchange, UAL
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Knowing Knowledge – George Siemens 2006

1. Diversity - Is the widest possible spectrum of points of 
view revealed?

2. Autonomy - Were the individual knowers contributing to 
the interaction of their own accord, according to their own 
knowledge, values and decisions, or were they acting at the 
behest of some external agency seeking to magnify a certain 
point of view through quantity rather than reason and 
reflection?



Knowing Knowledge – George Siemens 2006

3. Interactivity - Is the knowledge being produced the 
product of an interaction between the members, or is it a 
(mere) aggregation of the members’ perspectives?

4. Openness - Is there a mechanism that allows a given 
perspective to be entered into the system, to be heard and 
interacted with by others? 
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