
 
 
I am writing in support of the research into technology for aphasia that is being undertaken by a 
team led by Prof. Stephanie Wilson and based in the Centre for HCI Design at City, University of 
London. The team’s research focuses on how digital technology can be used in innovative ways 
to provide support and opportunity for people with aphasia. Examples of these technologies for 
digital content creation are MakeWrite, CreaTable and ComicSpin , part of  the INCA project, in 
which Dyscover were community partners.  
 
Dyscover established a relationship with research academics at City University 5 years ago as 
community partners on their EVA Park project. Dyscover is an independent third sector 
organisation and limited company  which was established in 1994 to provide long term support 
and opportunity to people with aphasia. The charity was awarded the 2021 Robin Tavistock 
Award, in recognition of its contributions in this field. 
 
I am one of 3 specialist Speech and Language Therapists at Dyscover, and for the past 10 years I 
have led on, and developed, the charity’s strategic direction and service delivery. One of 
Dyscover’s key strategic objectives is to increase the opportunities and benefits available to 
people with aphasia by seeking and developing outreach partnerships. It is also important that 
our services are relevant to our stakeholders, and based on research and practice evidence. 
With this in mind, we actively seek opportunities for our group members with aphasia to engage 
in collaboration and consultation. As an organisation we also regularly receive requests from 
individuals and groups to participate in research.  
 
We know from experience that this type of research engagement can develop a sense of 
purpose and boost self esteem in people with aphasia. When we introduce Dyscover members 
to a research projects, interest and uptake is often high. When our staff and volunteers 
participate in projects, they also gain in knowledge and understanding, and frequently report 
positive experiences.     
 
In 2017 Dyscover agreed to collaborate with the INCA project team – a partnership which 
extended over 3 years. Dyscover staff joined an advisory group for regular meetings, and helped 
facilitate first a co design workshop with members, and then a series of exploratory practical 
sessions where members trialled and evaluated the INCA  creative technologies, MakeWrite, 
CreaTable, Inker and Comic Spin.  
 
Close liaison and clear communication between lead personnel at INCA and Dyscover has been 
key to the success of our partnership. The research team have provided aphasia friendly 
information and regular project updates which have been shared with Dyscover staff. Feedback 
has been actively sought from our members with aphasia, and has helped shape the 
technologies as the project has developed.  
 
The impact of this partnership has been significant. Members have felt genuinely involved and 
valued in a piece of research that has relevance and application to their everyday lives.  
The new and innovative technologies have allowed people with aphasia the freedom to 
experiment with their creativity without the barriers inherent in many ‘standard’ technologies, 
dependent on unimpaired language and cognition.  
 



Dyscover Staff and volunteers involved in the project observed participants enjoying the playful 
process of creating work in small groups, and when working individually,  ‘flow’ – a relaxed, 
absorbed state of wellbeing. Sharing and ‘showcasing’ the poems, artwork and stories created in 
the INCA project gave members a sense of achievement, and may have developed confidence to 
try more outside of the sessions.  
 
The pandemic provided an unplanned opportunity to run some online INCA workshops, which 
required adjustment, but proved a successful way to engage people with aphasia in using, 
exploring and evaluating the creative technologies. There was also sustained interest in the 
project – a small group of Dyscover members participated in a series of three follow up 
workshops, exploring some of the familiar technologies in more depth.  
 
In summary, our experience as Community Partners on the INCA project has been stimulating 
and rewarding. The innovative work of this interdisciplinary research team is having real impact 
on the design and use of technology for aphasia. It has also provided excellent opportunities for 
our stakeholders to engage in co creation and to influence the growth and development of 
future technologies in the field of aphasia.   
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