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WHAT IS THE DIGITAL HISTORY VAULT? 

➤ Database of reliable digital collections of historical documents 
for History students at City

➤ Populated and maintained by History Students in Year 1

➤ Content retained and built upon by future cohorts 

➤ Major Assessment component (50%) for History in the Age of 
Digital Information 



HISTORY IN THE AGE OF DIGITAL 
INFORMATION ➤ HOW does digital technology influence historical scholarship and 

historical preservations?

➤ WHAT is the role of digital technology in contemporary society?

➤ WHAT digital tools are available to historians?

➤ HOW to evaluate critically history websites, digital historical 
documents, and digital historical collections?

➤ HOW to use digital tools and historical documents in research and 
presentation?



H0W DOES THE 
DIGITAL 
HISTORY 

VAULT WORK?



THE TECHNOLOGY
➤ Moodle database 

➤ Allows collaboration by building a collection of record entries 
related to a particular topic.

➤ Allows the display of student created work for peer comments and 
review.

➤ The format and structure of inputting these entries can be almost 
unlimited, including images, files, URLs, dropdowns, checkboxes, 
numbers and text amongst other things. 

➤ Supports student group work.









THE PRACTICE 
➤ Students assigned to teams at the begging of term

➤ Each team is responsible for profiling a set of websites

➤ Tutorials practice skills that students will use for populating the DHV

➤ In class demonstration of the interface + practical session

➤ Final submission:
➤ Entries on the DHV
➤ Group report



WHAT DO 
STUDENTS LEARN 
FROM WORKING 
ON THE DHV AND 

WHY IT IS 
INNOVATIVE?



TEACHING AND LEARNING 
➤ In-depth exploration of historical repositories 

➤ Examining the strengths and the weaknesses of historical 
repositories

➤ Considering how different types of historical documents could 
be used in research. 



ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK
➤ Practical and innovative

➤ Feedback and comment on each entry

➤ Quality of research and writing

➤ Feedback on the final report



EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS DEVELOPMENT IN 
SUPPORTIVE SETTING
➤ Collaboration and teamwork

➤ Communications

➤ Project management

➤ Time management

➤ Critical evaluation of digital information

➤ Professional, non-academic research-based writing



STUDENT EXPERIENCE AND SUPPORT
➤ Students meet their classmates and make new friends

➤ Students make their own learning resource

➤ Students develop a sense of shared ownership of the project 

➤ Students use the DHV in future assignments 

➤ Students were prepared for the assignment throughout the 
term + in a specially designated session
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