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Aims of the seminar

• To encourage engagement from all students
• To account for learning differences
• To build skills, both academic and transferable  
• To encourage community formation
• To avoid silence, conversations with 1 or 2 

students or giving another lecture
• To account for the likelihood most students 

will not have prepared



Repository of activities that 
help to achieve aims

• Agree/disagree line
• The Museum
• The Critical Box
• Think, pair, share
• Fish bowl debate
• Quotes
• Text analysis
• Stand where you agree
• Court case
• Image resonation

• Speed debating
• Ask the teacher
• Peer review 
• Hangman
• Pictionary
• Design a perfect world
• Commentary box
• Poster making
• Online research 
• Reading summaries 







Agree/Disagree Line

• Enables each student to come up with own 
answer

• Encourages students to think about why they 
came up with their answer

• Helps students to become comfortable to 
share ideas

• Shows the difference between opinion and 
argument 





Bolivia enshrines natural world's rights with 
equal status for Mother Earth 

Bolivia is set to pass the world's first laws granting all nature 
equal rights to humans. The Law of Mother Earth, now agreed by 
politicians and grassroots social groups, redefines the country's 
rich mineral deposits as "blessings" and is expected to lead to 
radical new conservation and social measures to reduce 
pollution and control industry.
The country, which has been pilloried by the US and Britain in 
the UN climate talks for demanding steep carbon emission cuts, 
will establish 11 new rights for nature. They include: the right to 
life and to exist; the right to continue vital cycles and processes 
free from human alteration; the right to pure water and clean 
air; the right to balance; the right not to be polluted; and the 
right to not have cellular structure modified or genetically 
altered.
Controversially, it will also enshrine the right of nature "to not be 
affected by mega-infrastructure and development projects that 
affect the balance of ecosystems and the local inhabitant 
communities".
"It makes world history. Earth is the mother of all", said Vice-
President Alvaro García Linera. "It establishes a new relationship 
between man and nature, the harmony of which must be 
preserved as a guarantee of its regeneration."
The law, which is part of a complete restructuring of the Bolivian 
legal system following a change of constitution in 2009, has been 
heavily influenced by a resurgent indigenous Andean spiritual 
world view which places the environment and the earth deity 
known as the Pachamama at the centre of all life. Humans are 
considered equal to all other entities.

THE RIGHTS OF 
MOTHER EARTH

CHAPTER III
RIGHTS OF MOTHER EARTH

Article 7. (RIGHTS OF MOTHER EARTH)

I. Mother Earth has the following rights:

1. To life: The right to maintain the integrity of living systems and natural processes that sustain them, and 
capacities and conditions for regeneration.

2. To the diversity of life: It is the right to preservation of differentiation and variety of beings that make 
up Mother Earth, without being genetically altered or structurally modified in an artificial way, so that their 
existence, functioning or future potential would be threatened.

3. To water: The right to preserve the functionality of the water cycle, its existence in the quantity and 
quality needed to sustain living systems, and its protection from pollution for the reproduction of the life 
of Mother Earth and all its components.

4. To clean air: The right to preserve the quality and composition of air for sustaining living systems and its 
protection from pollution, for the reproduction of the life of Mother Earth and all its components.

5. To equilibrium: The right to maintenance or restoration of the interrelationship, interdependence, 
complementarity and functionality of the components of Mother Earth in a balanced way for the 
continuation of their cycles and reproduction of their vital processes.

6. To restoration: The right to timely and effective restoration of living systems affected by human 
activities directly or indirectly.

7. To pollution-free living: The right to the preservation of any of Mother Earth's components from 
contamination, as well as toxic and radioactive waste generated by human activities.

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=8ya1dYIarCg
&t=32s

https://www.theguardian.com/world/bolivia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pachamama


The Museum

• Provides students background on cases 
studies

• Gives all students something to discuss
• Forces all students to engage
• Uses images and videos to account for 

learning differences
• Gets students on their feet 







The Critical Box

• Helps students re-cap the topic
• Develops writing skills 
• Develops critical skills
• Enables teamwork



Impact

• Observed every student in my classes 
engaging and vocalising their own ideas

• Evidence of good teamwork
• Improvement in skills 
• Improvement in confidence 
• Comfortable, lively atmosphere
• Teacher can get to know students better
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