
Crazy Creatures

Time: 10,000 years 
ago

Period: Pleistocene

Your task 1: Draw Doedicurus! It had:
A tall, rounded shell
A stubby armoured head
Four legs peeking out from under the shell
A long tail with a spiky club at the end

Doedicurus 
clavicaudatus

Doedicurus clavicaudatus was an unusual 
herbivore that lived in South America until 
around 10,000 years ago. It was one of the 
most unusual animals our ancestors met on 
their journeys!

Doedicurus lived in grasslands and would have 
grazed on plants much like a cow today. It was 
closely related to another type of animal – see 
if you can guess what type from the 
description!

The Mega 
Armadillo



Your task 2: What kinds of animals does Doedicurus look like? It might look a 
bit like a tortoise but it was a mammal – do you know any mammals with a 
shell? 

Creature Fact! Your task 3: When animals are very 
similar but not related we call this 
covergent evolution. What other animal 
had a strong shell and tail club? Hint: 
Think Dinosaurs!

Your task 4: Doedicurus had a huge, strong tail with sharp spikes on it. Can you 
think of four things it might have used its tail for? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Doedicurus 
could grow up to 
2,000 kilograms! 
That's as heavy 

as a big van!



CRAZYOMETER!
 How weird do you think this creature was?

Boring! Yeah Ok A bit weird Really weird! Woah!

Your task 6: Humans might have hunted Doedicurus for food but also to use 
their large armoured shells. Can you think of four things they might have used 
the shell for?

1.

2.

3.

4.

Research key words:
Glyptodont
Pleistocene
Megafauna

Your task 5: Doedicurus lived at the same time as the first humans to live in 
America. It was a huge animal that would have weighed as much as an 
elephant. What would it have been like to meet one?
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