
Crazy Creatures
Gigantopithecus 

Gigantopithecus  was the largest Primate  
that has ever lived! It lived between 3 
million and 100,000 years ago in Vietnam, 
China and Indonesia. 

Gigantopithecus was nearly 3 meters tall 
and weighed up to 600kg – four times 
larger than even the biggest Gorilla! We 
can reconstruct what they looked like from 
their closest living relatives – Orangutans!

Time: 3 Million to 
100,000 years ago

Period: Pleistocene

Your task 1: Draw Gigantopithecus! It had:

A strong, wide jaw
Big, chunky teeth
Long legs and even longer arms
Shaggy fur

The 
Biggest 

Ape



Your task 2: Gigantopithecus means “really big Ape” in latin. Can you name any 
other apes?

Creature Fact!

Palaeontologists have 
found thousands of 

Gigantopithecus teeth. 
They were so tough 

they've survived when 
other bits havent! 

Your task 3: Gigantopithecus had strong 
teeth adapted to chewing tough foods. 
What kinds of strong, tough foods might 
it have eaten?
Another large animal from China is 
famous for eating tough food! What is it 
and what does it eat? 

Your task 4: Gigantopithecus may have looked and lived a bit like an orangutan. 
Can you find four facts about Orangutans which might be similar to how 
Gigantopithecus lived?

1.

2.

3.

4.



CRAZYOMETER!
 How weird do you think this creature was?

Boring! Yeah Ok A bit weird Really weird! Woah!

Your task 6: Most Gigantopithecus fossils that have been found are of teeth 
and jaws. What kind of things can you tell about an animal by looking at its 
teeth?
What about by looking at your teeth? 

1.

2.

3.

4.

Research key words:

Ape
Ponginae
Megadontia

Your task 5: Gigantopithecus lived at the same time, and the same place as a 
species of human – Homo erectus and maybe even our ancestors! How do you 
think these early humans felt when they saw a Gigantopithecus?



By Discott - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23062896
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