
Crazy Creatures
Jaekelopterus rhenaniae

 Time: 400 Million 
Years Ago

Period: Devonian

Your task 1:Draw Jaekelopterus! It had:

A long body made up of many segments
Two long arms with sharp pincers
An oval head with two large round eyes
Lots of smaller legs for swimming
A pointy armoured tail

Sea 
Scorpion

Jaekelopterus  was an enormous sea 
scorpion, one of the biggest insect-like 
creatures ever to live on earth! It lived 
around 400 million years ago and would 
have been the top sea predator of the 
time.

Jaekelopterus was adapted to swim fast 
and hunt anything it could find for food. It 
grew up to 2 and a half meters long – 
taller than a very tall man!



Your task 2:  Jaekelopterus was an apex predator. This means the top predator 
in its environment. Can you name two other top predators?

Creature Fact!
 Jaekelopterus shared 

the sea with many 
other kinds of sea 

scorpion, but it was 
probably the fastest 

and fiercest. 

Your task 3: Jaekelopterus could swim 
quickly and turn around very fast. How 
do you think this helped it catch its prey? 

Your task 4: Jaekelopterus had two sharp pincers called Chelicerae. Each pincer 
was full of sharp points like teeth. Draw a close up of what its pincers might 
have looked like below:



CRAZYOMETER!
 How weird do you think this creature was?

Boring! Yeah Ok A bit weird Really weird! Woah!

Your task 6: Can you name four things that made Jaekelopterus such a fierce 
predator?

1.

2.

3.

4.

Research key words:

Sea Scorpion
Arthropod
Apex Predator

Your task 5: Jaekelopterus was ENORMOUS. How would you feel if you saw 
such a big creature when having a swim?
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