
Crazy Creatures
Shuvuuia deserti

Shuvuuia was a small, specialised Dinosaur 
that lived in the late Cretaceous period around 
75 million years ago. 

Shuvuuia was a very unusual dinosaur that had 
evolved to eat very particular types of food. It 
was a very small dinosaur at only 60cm long 
and was very slight and slender. It was 
probably an insectivore, an animal that mainly 
eats insects. 
 

Time: 75 Million years 
ago
Period: Cretaceous

Your task 1: Draw Shuvuuia! It had:

A narrow long snout
Very long legs
Thin, whip like tail
Tiny arms made up of one pointy claw

One-finger 
Dinosaur



Your task 2:   Shuvuuia deserti is named after the environment it was 
discovered in. What kind of environment was this? 

Creature Fact!

Shuuvia is part of a 
family of one-fingered 
dinosaurs called the 

Alvarezsaurids

Your task 3: Shuvuuia had very weird 
hands. One finger was a large pointy 
claw, and the others were very tiny! Draw 
a close up of its hand below. 

Your task 4:  These very unusual hands might have been very good for digging. 
How might it have used its hands for digging?
What kinds of insects would it have dug out of the ground to eat?



CRAZYOMETER!
 How weird do you think this creature was?

Boring! Yeah Ok A bit weird Really weird! Woah!

Your task 6:   Insectivores like Shuvuuia often have special adaptations to 
help them catch insects to eat. Do some research to find four other animals 
that eat insects – do they have any special parts of their bodies that help 
them?
1.

2.

3.

4.

Research key words:

Insectivore
Alvarezsaurid
Theropod

Your task 5: Shuvuuia was covered in fine, thin feathers but couldn't fly! What 
were its feathers used for if not flight? What birds are around today that have 
feathers but can't fly? 
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